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Minutes of Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting held on 14th October, 2021  

In the Village Car Park – at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Meeting chaired by Councillor David Ball 

Meeting minuted by Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

 
Councillors present 
 

 
Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Malcolm Neal 
Councillor Steve Wilkinson 
 

 

Note 

CSW Parish Council meetings are normally recorded – videos of proceedings can be accessed at: 

https://cswparish.org.uk/the-council/how-we-make-decisions/council-meetings/19-past-

meetings.  Minutes are therefore limited mainly to action agreed, with the time of the video 

recording included against the relevant minute. 

 

 

The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 

 

01/10/21 Introduction and apologies - apologies were received from Cllr Paul Blackwell.  In the 

absence of Cllr Blackwell, Cllr Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Neal seconded and it was therefore 

agreed Cllr David Ball chair the proceedings.   

 

Apologies were also received from Cllr Andrew Coupe, Cllr Andrew Kitchen, Cllr Paul 

Henderson (DCC) and Cllr Ray Jenkins (NDC). 
 

It was noted that the purpose of the extraordinary meeting was to discuss the perceived 

failure of the LPA to follow certain procedures related to planning applications and whether 

a complaint should be lodged to this effect.   

 

02/10/21 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – no declarations were received. 
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03/10/21 Complaint to North Devon Council (NDC) – Cllr Ball provided the reason for holding an 

extraordinary meeting, which related to a current issue that had been raised with the Local 

Planning Authority (LPA) as summarised below: 

• Applications 73265 and 73268 related to Highbullen had been issued too late for 

inclusion in the Council’s agenda, having been received on the 24th September 2021.  

• The period of consultation had been reduced from the normal 21 to 14 days; it was 

understood that this reduction in time was not compliant with the law. 

• The Council had not received a reply to its request for an extension to the period of 

consultation, made on the 28th September; the consultation period of 14 days had now 

elapsed. 

• In summary the Council had been denied its statutory right to comment on these 

applications.  

 

Cllr Ball reminded the Council that there had been numerous occasions over the past three 

or more years when the Council had raised concerns or asked questions about planning 

applications, rarely to receive a response.  His understanding from his recent research 

confirmed that responses from consultees should be taken into account by the LPA and 

should this not be the case, reasons needed to be given.   

 

He went on to explain that efforts to communicate these concerns had not been successful.  

The situation had been exacerbated by the number of personnel changes over the past 

years culminating in the recent announcement that the current lead for planning, Ms 

Bailey, who was due to meet with the Council, was also to leave shortly. 

 

There was considerable discussion in response to Cllr Ball’s assertion that application 73265 

had been lodged by the LPA in April 2021 and Cllr Neal’s later comment that this application 

appeared to have been issued for consultation around that time.  (Immediately after the 

meeting and following a review of past correspondence, it was clarified that the current 

application 73265 differed from that which was presented in April and was therefore subject 

to a separate period of consultation commencing 24th September 2021.)  

 

Other points made during the discussion included: 

• Confirmation that the reason for making the complaint (as described above) related to 

the LPA’s process, not the actions of the applicants.  

• How a formal complaint worked in practice; the LPA should be given an opportunity to 

respond, after which the Council could approach the Ombudsman if it was not satisfied. 

• There had been issues of significance to the Council raised with the LPA concerning 

applications related to Highbullen to which there had been no satisfactory response 

from the LPA; this included a potential error on a Decision Notice. 

• A disproportionate amount of time had been spent by the Council on the subject of the 

LPA’s administration of planning applications. 
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• There was an understanding of the difficulties faced by NDC in terms of staff shortages, 

COVID restrictions etc. and perhaps an allowance that the quantity of work should 

suffer, but not the quality. 

• The LPA had pointed out it was not applying some of its own policies; the LPA need to 

clarify which these were to avoid time wasted by consultees. 

• The Clerk should prompt NDC for a response to the e-mail requesting an extension to 

the consultation period for 73265 and 73268.  

 

Following lengthy discussion, Cllr Ball proposed; Cllr Wilkinson seconded and all agreed that 

Cllr Ball draft a formal letter of complaint to NDC related to the administration of 

applications 73265 and 73268. This should seek confirmation that officers within the NDC 

Planning Department ensure the relevant DMO, that is applicable to parish councils, is 

applied in future.  The draft to be reviewed by all councillors and approved at the next 

meeting. 
Cllr Ball 

It was also agreed that the Council needed to consider how it would monitor any 

improvements to the administration of planning applications by NDC. 

 

04/10/21 Date of next meeting – 25th October 2021.    

 

 

 

 
 
 
Signed         Date  25th October 2021 

Chairman 
 


