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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 27th September 2021  

In Chittlehamholt Village Hall – at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Meeting chaired by Councillor Paul Blackwell 

Meeting minuted by Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

 
Councillors present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In attendance 

 
Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Paul Blackwell (Chairman) 
Councillor Andrew Coupe 
Councillor Andrew Kitchen 
Councillor Malcolm Neal 
Councillor Steve Wilkinson 
 
Councillor Ray Jenkins (NDC) 

 

Note: 

CSW Parish Council meetings are normally recorded – videos of proceedings can be accessed at: 

https://cswparish.org.uk/the-council/how-we-make-decisions/council-meetings/19-past-

meetings.  Minutes are therefore limited mainly to action agreed, with the time of the video 

recording included against the relevant minute. 

  

5 members of the public were in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 

 

01/09/21 Introduction and apologies – (video recording time 00:24:10) - apologies were received 

from Cllr Paul Henderson (DCC). 
 

02/09/21 Co-option to the Council – Malcolm Neal’s application to become a CSW councillor was 

received and, following an invitation, he explained his reasons for wishing to become a 

councillor.  Cllr Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Ball seconded and all approved Malcolm Neal’s co-

option to the Council. 

 

03/09/21 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – Cllr Neal declared an interest in Agenda Item 

9e application 73948. 
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04/09/21 Reports (video recording time: 00:26:25) 

a. Police – Cllr Wilkinson reported that there was a Rural Crime Campaign being rolled out by 

the Police Service and asked that this be shared with the local community via the Council’s 

website and other local news outlets.  He confirmed that he would be attending a meeting 

with the Deputy Chief Constable on the 8th November, after which he hoped to have more 

information about the restructuring taking place in the local Police Service. 

 

b. Devon County Council/North Devon Council – Cllr Jenkins reminded the Council of Ms 

Maria Bailey’s offer to meet with parish councils and suggested that he co-ordinate a 

meeting involving interested councils as it may be difficult for Ms Bailey, who now headed 

planning arrangements for NDC, to attend individual meetings of parish councils.  He 

believed there would be common issues raised amongst all parish councils.  Following 

discussion, it was accepted there would be some common issues, however it was 

questioned whether such a joint meeting would be able to devote sufficient time to the 

Council’s specific issues of concern around planning decisions which had been raised with 

NDC over a significant period and, more latterly, with Ms Bailey.  It was noted the matter 

had been included for discussion at agenda item 9. Planning. 

 

05/09/21 Minutes – to receive and approve minutes (video recording time: 00:38:34) 

a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th July 2021 - the Minutes of the Parish 

Council Meeting, which took place on the 26th July 2021, (circulated separately) were 

approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  

 

b. Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 12th August 2021 – it was 

agreed that a more comprehensive explanation should be included within the Minutes 

about the Council’s discussions related to the one agenda item, planning application 73279, 

Hill House Farm.  It was therefore agreed the Minutes be re-presented with the Council’s 

response to the application appended. 
Next meeting 

06/09/21 Items raised by parishioners – this session was held prior to the meeting. 

a. A parishioner asked if he could comment on Agenda Item 9a & b which related to recent 

Highbullen applications.  Although it was explained that the Council would not be able to 

consider the applications, as these had not been received from NDC in sufficient time to 

include these in the Agenda, considerable debate took place about the development.  The 

parishioner was reassured that the Council had provided a detailed response about past 

applications which could be found on NDC’s website; the Council had not received a specific 

response to this as yet.  The parishioner concluded by making the point that all applications 

now being lodged should comply with planning application 58603. 

 

b. Matt Tucker (Savills) tabled a written briefing which provided a condensed version of a 

presentation that explained the changes made to the (reserved matters) application for 58 

Lodges. During his briefing, he introduced Adrian Bradley, Finance Director for L & R Hotels 

and Mr John Allen.  Mr Bradley took the opportunity to explain that L & R Hotels operated 

globally and were long-term holders of hotels and, as such, were committed to the long-
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term development of Highbullen.  He gave examples of the type of luxury facilities it 

managed across the UK and more globally.  In response to a question, Mr Bradley explained 

that their organisation had not adopted the model highlighted by a councillor, where 

‘lodges’ elsewhere in North Devon were being sold as individual units. 

 

The lengthy discussions which followed repeated some of the key aspects of concern to 

parishioners which had not been resolved; these centred around the additional traffic flow 

to and from the hotel through the village and along the single-track access roads to it and 

possible ways to mitigate some of these concerns.   

 

07/09/21 Maintenance of roads, footpaths, etc (video recording time:00:40:30)   
a. Highway maintenance/verge ploughing - Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that work on highway 

maintenance/verge ploughing could start after hedge cutting had been completed.  Cllr 
Kitchen was asked to clarify the allowance within the Council’s budget for this work. 

Cllr Kitchen 

b. Progress with issues reported to Highways – Cllr Wilkinson reported that he was still 
pursuing with Highways the work related to cleaning out the gulley between Swinggate 
Cross and the bottom of the hill. 

 

c. Winter travel – Cllr Wilkinson introduced a draft document which had been drawn up by 
him following the most recent Strategy Task and Finish Group meeting; he had circulated 
the document for councillors’ consideration.  During his briefing and discussion which 
followed, points noted were: 

• There had been a reduction in the work undertaken by Devon County Council (Highways) 
to road maintenance, including gritting during the Winter. 

• For this reason, the Council needed to consider how roads could be best maintained 
during inclement weather.  

• There would be benefit from considering a system for offering emergency help during 
particularly poor weather conditions. 

• The view was that only gritting when snow was predicted would be undertaken and not 
the prevention of ice.  Gritting would be confined to along the ‘snow route’. 

• Publicity needed to be given to the ‘snow route’ since, as this would be the only route 
likely to be gritted, it would be the safest access to and departure from the village. 

• Signs to indicate the ‘snow route’ were suggested; it was confirmed the Council had the 
power to erect such signs.  Cllr Wilkinson confirmed he has been checking on prices for 
such signs. 

Cllr Wilkinson asked if the document could be considered by councillors, with comments and 
amendments sent to him prior to the October Council meeting when he hoped the way 
forward could be agreed. 

Councillors/next meeting 

08/09/21 Projects (video recording time: 00:46:50) 
a. Launds  

i. Weekly checks - Cllr Wilkinson/Chairman reported on weekly checks undertaken in 
August and September (respectively).  It was noted that Cllr Coupe would be undertaking 
checks during October.   Points noted from discussion which followed were: 
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• Small gate – this had been removed a number of times and thrown to one side.  To 
resolve this problem, Cllr Wilkinson had now secured it. 

• Waste bin – when the waste bin was full, people had been placing their rubbish on 
top; this had resulted in rubbish spilling over and the need to gather and remove it in 
order to keep the area tidy.  Cllr Wilkinson had taken on the task, but asked if publicity 
could be given locally to avoid the need for this unpleasant task.  Cllr Coupe agreed to 
draft a form of words for the Council’s website which asked parishioners to take all 
types of rubbish home for disposal when the bin was full. 

Cllr Coupe 

ii. Bench – thanking Cllr Jenkins for his swift approval of a grant for its replacement, Cllr 
Wilkinson confirmed he had now purchased, collected and placed the new bench in 
Launds. 

• New Gates – Cllr Wilkinson confirmed an application for a grant had been submitted to 
Cllr Henderson and he awaited to hear a response; the Clerk was asked to check on 
progress. 

Clerk 

iii. Community orchard – Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that two of the apple trees did need to be 
replaced and that the supplier had offered to replace these, free of charge. 

 
iv. Grass cutting – the Clerk confirmed that tender documents had been issued to three 

contractors with a deadline for submissions of 20th October.   
 

v. Gazebo hire – the Clerk asked to defer consideration of a document related to hiring the 
gazebo to the next meeting.  Cllr Ball confirmed that he was currently storing the gazebo, 
so there was no need currently to pursue alternative arrangements. 

Clerk 

09/09/21 Planning - (video recording time: 00:52:55) 
a. Highbullen Hotel, application 66644 – a Decision Notice to approve the reserved matters 

application for the erection of 4 no tree houses (ref outline planning permission 58603) was 

received (circulated separately).  It was suggested that the same issues of concern about this 

application also applied to application 70318.  It was questioned how the application could 

receive approval in view of the issues highlighted previously and relayed to NDC, such as the 

change in the sewage arrangements.  Councillors went in to some detail about these issues.  

Following discussion, which included contributions from Matt Tucker (Savills), Cllr Ball 

proposed; Cllr Coupe seconded and all agreed to write, specifically to Ms Maria Bailey, 

expressing the Council’s concerns.  Cllr Ball agreed to draft a letter. 
Cllr Ball 

b. Highbullen Hotel, application 70318 – a Decision Notice to approve the reserved matters 

application for 15 holiday lodges some matters reserved (access) (re outline planning 

permission 58603) was received (circulated separately).  It was noted that discussion on the 

previous agenda item, application 66644, was applicable to this application. 

 

c. Highbullen Hotel – it was noted that a revised submission for the reserved matters approval 

application ref 73265 which included revisions to the lodge designs had been issued for 

consultation by NDC on the 24th September 2021 and therefore too late for inclusion in the 

Council’s Agenda.   This was also the case for application 73268.  The Clerk pointed out that 
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the time for submitting comments was 14 days instead of the usual 21 days.  Following 

discussion, including contributions from Matt Tucker, Cllr Coupe proposed; Cllr Kitchen 

seconded and all agreed to ask for an extension in order that the applications could be 

considered at its meeting on 25th October 2021 and to ask the reasons for the shortened 

consultation time. 
Clerk 

d. Hawthorne Cottage – application 73588 – (video recording time: 01:11:53) - a Decision 

Notice to approve a first-floor balcony was received (circulated separately). 

 

e. Grange Cottage, Chittlehamholt – application 73948 – was received for the change of use 

from holiday to residential with extension and alterations (circulated separately).  Following 

discussion which revealed that councillors did not object to the development in principle, 

Cllr Kitchen proposed; Cllr Ball seconded and all (with the exception of Cllr Neal who 

abstained) agreed that there was insufficient information in the application to enable the 

Council to effectively consider this in order to assess it was compliant with policy DM18.  It 

was also questioned whether the architect, who had produced the wildlife report, was 

suitably qualified for this purpose.  The Clerk was asked to convey the Council’s views to 

NDC. 
Clerk 

f. Courage Copse, Warkleigh – application 73162 – the Decision Notice to approve the 

erection of 2 units of holiday accommodation and associated works was received (circulated 

separately). 

 

g. Planning & Policy matters – Ms Bailey’s email, dated 17th August 2021 in direct response to 

the Council’s letter was received from which her offer to attend a Council meeting to discuss 

issues raised was welcomed (circulated separately).  Ms Bailey’s general e-mail of the same 

date, which had been circulated to all parish councils was also noted (circulated separately).  

Cllr Coupe proposed; Cllr Kitchen seconded and all agreed that Ms Bailey be invited to the 

Council’s next meeting. 
Clerk 

h. Unauthorised hedgerow removal – it was noted that the NDC Enforcement Team had 

confirmed it would investigate the issue raised with them by the Council (circulated 

separately).  The Clerk confirmed that there had been no update on other issues the Council 

had referred to the NDC Enforcement Team. 
 

10/09/21 Finances – (video recording time: 01:19:50) 

a. Current balance – it was noted that the balance, as at 15th September 2021, was £8,509.70. 
 

b. Payments – it was resolved to make the following payments: 

i. BNC Carpentry - £185.00 (reimbursement to Cllr Wilkinson) for the replacement bench 

in Launds Playing Field (ref Minute 08/07/21) which was funded through NDC 

Community Councillor Fund grant.  Cllr Kitchen proposed; Cllr Coupe seconded and all 

approved the payment with the exception of Cllr Wilkinson who abstained. 
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ii. H. Godfrey - £1,000 – for works carried out to Launds Playing Field (ref Minute 

07/10/20c) – which was funded through DCC Locality Budget.  Cllr Wilkinson proposed; 

Cllr Ball seconded and all approved the payment. 

 

11/09/21 Matters Raised by Councillors – (video recording time: 01:21:45) 

a. Lack of consultation by NDC – Cllr Neal advised that, although having a direct interest, he 

had not been consulted about application 73948 and would be pursuing this issue with 

NDC. 

 

b. COVID 19 Booster ‘jabs’ – Cllr Wilkinson, who would again be involved in the ‘roll out’ of 

booster ‘jabs’, advised on the process for delivering these.  He recommended this 

information be passed to the local news outlets. 
Clerk 

c. Village Hall charges – noting that the cost of hiring the hall had been increased from £18 to 

£25 per session, concern was expressed about the effect of the significant increase upon 

local organisations who hired the hall.  Cllr Kitchen proposed; Cllr Ball seconded and all 

agreed that a representative from the Village Hall be invited to a future Council meeting to 

expand on the reasons for the significant rise in hire charges. 
Clerk 

d. Debris on roads from hedge cutting – in response to a question, Cllr Wilkinson confirmed 

that clearing the debris after hedge cutting was the responsibility of those parishioners 

undertaking the work and not that of Highways.  Later in the meeting Cllr Coupe pointed 

out that this debris created additional soil to the verges which then needed to be cleared 

away via the verge cleaning process; this verge cleaning was being partly funded by the 

parish itself.  Although this issue was a general one, as representatives from Highbullen 

were present, he drew attention to the debris by the golf course entrance and along that 

section of the road.  Cllr Coupe proposed; Cllr Kitchen seconded and all agreed that the news 

outlets be asked to include a request for parishioners to clear away debris after hedge 

cutting. 
Clerk 

e. Parish Council computer – Cllr Coupe advised that the computer was currently operating 

slowly and he recommended this was rectified by upgrading it to a solid-state drive.  Cllr 

Ball advised he had a spare drive and was able to provide this free of charge.  Cllr Coupe 

confirmed he was able to install the drive. 
Cllr Ball/Cllr Coupe 

f. Four White Gates – it was noted that one of the four white gates, which it was considered 

led to the naming of this cross roads, had been replaced with a metal gate. 

 

g. Electric charging point – in response to a question about why this project was not being 

pursued, Cllr Ball explained that, at the current time, there was a significant shortfall in 

available funds. 

 

12/09/21 Training – Cllr Neal confirmed that he would welcome any training opportunities being 

offered.  The Clerk confirmed she would forward details of training courses to Cllr Neal. 
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13/09/21 Correspondence (video recording time: 01:32:55) 

a. Parish Forum – it was noted that the next Forum meeting would be held on 14th October 

2021 at 6.30 p.m. via Zoom.  In response to a question from a parishioner, it was confirmed 

that the Forum was exclusively for parish councillors. 

 

b. Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) – councillors supported Cllr Ball’s request to 

contact this organisation about a number of issues.   

 

14/09/21 Date of next meeting – 25th October 2021.    

 

Summary of Items of Expenditure 

 

Description Amount 

Net Amount      VAT 

S 137 

BNC Carpentry – reimbursement to Cllr Wilkinson for the 
replacement bench in Launds Playing Field (ref Minute 08/07/21) – 
this was funded through NDC Community Councillor Fund Grant. 

 
  £185.00 

  

H. Godfrey – for works carried out to Launds Playing Field (ref 
Minute 07/10/20c) – this was funded through DCC Locality Budget. 

 
£1,000.00 

  

 

Summary of Actions 

 

Councillor/Clerk/ 
Next agenda 

Minute 
reference 

                                           Details 

Next meeting 05/09/21 Re-present amended Minutes of Extraordinary Parish Council 
Meeting held on 12th August 2021. 

Cllr Kitchen 
Councillors 

07/09/21 a Identify budget for highway maintenance phase 3. 
Consider draft document/send any comments to Cllr Wilkinson. 

Cllr Coupe 08/09/21 a i Draft form of words re sensibly disposing of waste and post on 
Council’s website. 

Clerk 08/09/21 a ii Check on progress with the Council’s application. 

Clerk 08/09/21 a v Present draft for hiring gazebo. 

Cllr Ball 09/09/21 a Draft Council’s response for submitting to NDC. 

Clerk 09/09/21 c Request an extension to consultation period for this 
application/ask why the consultation time has been reduced. 

Clerk 09/09/21 e Draft Council’s response for submitting to NDC. 

Clerk 09/09/21 g Invite Ms Maria Bailey to a Council meeting. 

Clerk 11/09/21 c  Invite representative of Village Hall to a Council meeting. 

Clerk 11/09/21 d Publicise need to remove debris after hedge cutting. 

Cllr Ball 11/09/21 e Donate solid-state drive for Parish Council computer. 

 
 
 
Signed         Date  25th October 2021 

Chairman 


