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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 26th July, 2021  

In the Village Car Park – at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Meeting chaired by Councillor Andrew Kitchen, Vice Chairman 

Meeting minuted by Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

 
Councillors present 
 

 
Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Andrew Kitchen 
Councillor Steve Wilkinson 

 

Note: 

The Govt. position in relation to COVID 19 changed from 6th May 2021, from which date 

councils have not been able to meet ‘virtually’.  Temporary arrangements have been made for 

‘face-to-face’ meetings of the Council in a Gazebo sited in the Village Hall car park.  Bearing in 

mind continued Govt. advice and that limited space is available for actual attendance, 

parishioners have still been able to join meetings in person or ‘virtually’ to listen to 

proceedings.  They have also been able to raise issues before meetings with the Chairman, 

Clerk or individual councillors for the Council’s consideration.  

 

1 member of the public was in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 

 

 

01/07/21 Introduction and apologies – (video recording time 00:04:55) - apologies were received 

from Cllr Paul Blackwell and Cllr Andrew Coupe.  In the absence of Cllr Blackwell, Cllr 

Kitchen chaired proceedings.  Apologies were also received from Cllr Paul Henderson (DCC) 

and Cllr Ray Jenkins (NDC). 
 

02/07/21 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – no declarations were received. 

 

03/07/21 Reports – from Devon County Council/North Devon Council - in the absence of Cllrs 

Henderson and Jenkins, there were no additional reports available to add to the 

information from DCC and NDC routinely circulated to the Council by e-mail. 
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Police – Cllr Wilkinson confirmed he would be providing a report after his meeting with 

representatives from the Service on 25th July.  Cllr Ball provided details of modifications and 

additions to the Community Shop security arrangements. 

 

04/07/21 Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 28th June, 2021 - (video recording 

time: 00:06:45) – the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, which took place on the 28th 

June 2021, were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.  
 

05/07/21 Items raised by parishioners – this session was held prior to the meeting. 

• A parishioner raised concerns about the recent planning applications connected to 

Highbullen which included applications involving significant variations to those approved 

under application 58603.  His concerns related to those being considered under ‘delegated’ 

arrangements for reserved matters and therefore without further committee scrutiny.  It 

was agreed his concerns would be considered at a later agenda item (ref Minute 09/07/21) 

which covered wider issues than just Class Q applications.  

• The parishioner also raised his ongoing concerns that, as a neighbour, he had again not 

been consulted on the most recent planning applications related to Highbullen.  It was 

noted that the Council had raised this issue with NDC and a less than satisfactory response 

had been received; a copy of this response had already been shared with the parishioner. 

 

06/07/21 Maintenance of roads, footpaths, etc (video recording time:00:07:20)   
a. Highway maintenance/verge ploughing - Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that the Council’s bid 

had been acknowledged and informally approved, however formal approval was still 
awaited. 

 
b. Progress with issues reported to Highways – Cllr Wilkinson reported on the road closure, 

the reason for this and where signage had been placed.  It was noted that a concern about 
the lack of signs from Newlands Hill had been received by the Clerk.  In response, Cllr 
Wilkinson advised on the difficulties he had experienced in trying to identify those 
responsible for siting ‘road closed’ signs which often resulted in the work being completed 
before messages were passed on.  

 
07/07/21 Strategy Task & Finish Group – held on 20th July 2021 

a. Winter travel – Cllr Wilkinson expressed the view that the meeting had been constructive 
and that he would be providing a written report to the next meeting.  It was pointed out 
that it was likely the Council would deal only with problems caused by snow.  It had also 
been agreed that good publicity needed to be given to the purpose and route of the 
designated ‘snow route’. 

Cllr Wilkinson 

b. Electric Car Charging – it was noted that this project was being ‘parked’ for the time being. 
 
c. Gazebo hire – it was agreed that this could be hired and the paperwork developed for hiring 

Launds modified for this purpose.  The Clerk was asked to amend the paperwork for 
approval and consideration of a suitable hire price.  In response to discussions about where 
the gazebo could be stored, Cllr Wilkinson offered to speak with Henry Godfrey about 
adding suitable arrangements for storage in the hut. 
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Cllr Wilkinson 

08/07/21 Projects – Launds Playing Field (video recording time: 00:14:12) 
a. Weekly checks - Cllr Kitchen reported on issues arising as a result of July’s weekly checks.   

• A board needed to be replaced. 

• The table was completely broken and needed to be removed.  
 

b. August checks – Cllr Wilkinson confirmed he was due to undertake checks in August and 
suggested he would remove the table when meeting with Henry Godfrey on 11th/12th August 
to sort the gates.  He also suggested purchasing a new bench, applying to NDC to grant fund 
this; this suggestion was welcomed by the Council. 

Cllr Wilkinson 

Cllr Wilkinson also confirmed that he was still watering the apple trees planted earlier in the 
year. 
 

09/07/21 Planning - (video recording time: 00:16:25) 
a. Class Q applications – a number of points were aired during lengthy discussions related to 

how NDC applied local planning policy and the lack of specific responses by them to issues 

raised by the Council; it was noted that these concerns were not confined to Class Q 

applications.  Cllr Ball outlined what issues he felt should be followed up with NDC in terms 

of the Council’s next step in progressing these concerns.  Discussion included noting that a 

further application had been received under Class Q approval arrangements for a barn 

conversion which raised many concerns that needed to be conveyed to NDC.  The 

application had been received too late to include within the current agenda.  Cllr Ball 

expanded on the issues of concern he had identified in this particular planning application 

and which needed to be raised with NDC. 

 

As a result of the discussions and consideration of the contribution made earlier in the 

meeting by a parishioner (Minute 05/07/21) which was again emphasised by the parishioner, 

Cllr Ball proposed: Cllr Kitchen seconded and all agreed that: 

• The Clerk e-mail Ms Bailey reminding her that it awaited a reply to the issues it had 

raised related to the most recent planning applications concerning Highbullen, and  

• The Council’s wider concerns be detailed in a letter to Ms Bailey and should a satisfactory 

response not be received the Council should pursue the issue with the Ombudsman. 

It was agreed to include in the letter issues of concern related to the most recent Class Q 

application referred to above.  Cllr Ball agreed to draft a letter. 
Cllr Ball 

b. Hawthorn Cottage, Chittlehamholt – application 73588 – for a first-floor balcony extension 

was considered (circulated separately).  The Council agreed that the application raised no 

issue for comment. 

 

c. 1 Deason Cottage, Chittlehamholt – application 73300 – the Decision Notice to approve the 

erection of a stable building, hay barn and tack room/feed store was received (circulated 

separately). 
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d. New Park, Chittlehampton – application 72811 – the Decision Notice to approve the 

demolition of agricultural building & erection of a new agricultural building was received 

(circulated separately).  
 

Cllr Wilkinson welcomed the new, straightforward arrangements set up by NDC for reporting 

issues to the Enforcement Department.  This allowed people to easily submit details of their 

concerns online.  

 

10/07/21 Finances – (video recording time: 00:36:25) 

a. Current balance – it was noted that the balance, as at 15th July 2021, was £9,424.48 
 

b. Payments – it was resolved to make the following payment: 

• Silvis - £336.00 (including £56.00 VAT) for supplying and fitting a pair of Oak glazed 

doors to the Chittlehamholt Village noticeboard (ref Budget 2020/21 Line 28).  Cllr 

Kitchen pointed out that the doors needed to be sealed as currently they were not 

watertight and he would raise this with the provider. Cllr Wilkinson proposed: Cllr 

Kitchen seconded and all agreed the payment.   
Cllr Kitchen   

c. North Devon Council - £408.96 (including an administrative charge of £7.72 of which £1.29 

was VAT) for Clerk’s salary from April to June 2021 (ref Budget 2021/22 (5)). 

 

11/07/21 Matters Raised by Councillors – (video recording time: 00:38:00) 

a. Visibility display cuts – in response to a question raised by Cllr Ball, Cllr Wilkinson agreed 

that at least one site was not cut to a good standard, that the contractor was only paid for 

cuts completed and he was instructed on which places to cut leaving no opportunity for 

other areas of poor visibility to be addressed.  

 

b. Grass Cutting – Cllr Wilkinson reminded the Council that it had agreed to go out to tender 

for grass cutting for a three-year period from 2022.  It was also agreed to publicise the 

opportunity to tender on the Council’s website. 
Clerk 

c. Possible unauthorised bank removal – the Clerk was asked to raise this issue with NDC 

Enforcement; Cllr Wilkinson offered to advise on the correct address to include in the e-

mail.  
Cllr Wilkinson/Clerk 

d. Earth’s Little Garden – in response to a question about whether any further update was 

available on this issue, the Clerk agreed to check. 
Clerk 

12/07/21 Correspondence (video recording time: 00:44:25) 

a. Peninsula Transport vision – correspondence which outlined consultation arrangements for 

the ‘Peninsula Transport Vision’ was received (circulated separately). 

 

b. Full Fibre programme – Cllr Ball expanded on the e-mail which had been circulated by Cllr 

Henderson, advising of delays to Openreach full fibre programme for CDS communities 

(circulated separately). 
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c. National Bus Strategy – an invitation from DCC to consider/respond to the Bus Strategy 

was received (circulated separately). 

 

d. Biosphere Nature Plan – the Council noted the launching of a major initiative to support 

nature’s recovery across northern Devon, as part of tackling the global ecological 

emergency (circulated separately).  Cllr Wilkinson pointed out that the Council was already 

signed up to this initiative as a result of establishing a community orchard.  He expanded on 

the impact of the community orchard and the involvement of some of the young people 

involved in establishing this in relation to the Biosphere Nature Plan. 

 

e. Use of the Village Hall – in response to a question by Cllr Kitchen about whether the hall 

could be used for the next and future meetings, it was explained that the hall had not 

reopened previously as it was unable to ensure the hall was COVID secure.  Arrangements 

currently in place were unknown. 

 

13/07/21 Date of next meeting – 27th September 2021.    

 

 

 

 

Summary of Items of Expenditure 

 

Description Amount 

Net Amount   VAT 

S 137 

Silvis – for supplying and fitting a pair of Oak glazed doors to the 
Chittlehamholt Village noticeboard (ref Budget 2021/21 Line 28) 

280.00 £56.00  

North Devon Council – for Clerk’s salary from April to June 2021 – 
(including an administrative charge of £7.72) (ref Budget 2021/22 (5)) 

407.67 1.29  

 

 

 

Summary of Actions 

 

Councillor/Clerk/ 
Next agenda 

Minute 
reference 

                                           Details 

Cllr Wilkinson 07/07/21 a Present report on Winter travel to next meeting. 

Clerk 
Cllr Wilkinson 

07/07/21 c Amend and circulate paperwork for hire of gazebo. 
Discuss with Henry Godfrey suitable storage arrangements for 
gazebo. 

Cllr Wilkinson 08/07/21 b Remove table; apply for DCC grant. 

Clerk 
 
Cllr Ball 

09/07/21 a E-mail Ms Bailey re outstanding issues raised related to 
Highbullen Hotel planning applications. 
Draft letter to Ms Bailey about Council’s ongoing concerns. 
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Cllr Kitchen 10/07/21 b Alert provider to the fact that new doors to noticeboard are not 
watertight. 

Clerk 11/07/21 b Circulate tender documents related to grass cutting to three 
contractors/provide details for promoting on Council’s website. 

Clerk 
 
Cllr Wilkinson 

11/07/21 c Contact Enforcement Department about possible unauthorised 
bank removal. 
Provide Clerk with address for possible unauthorised bank 
removal. 

Clerk 11/07/21 d Check whether an update is available regarding enforcement 
issue raised. 

 
 
 
Signed         Date  27th September 2021 

Chairman 


