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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 28th June, 2021  

In the Village Car Park – at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Meeting chaired by Councillor Andrew Kitchen, Vice Chairman 

Meeting minuted by Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

Councillors present 
 
 
 
 
In attendance 

Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Andrew Coupe 
Councillor Andrew Kitchen 
Councillor Steve Wilkinson 
 
Councillor Paul Henderson (DCC) 
Councillor Ray Jenkins (NDC) 

 

Note: 

The Govt. position in relation to COVID 19 changed from 6th May 2021, from which date 

councils have not been able to meet ‘virtually’.  Temporary arrangements have been made for 

‘face-to-face’ meetings of the Council in a Gazebo sited in the Village Hall car park.  Bearing in 

mind continued Govt. advice and that space is limited for actual attendance, parishioners are 

still able to join meetings in person or ‘virtually’ to listen to proceedings.  They may also raise 

issues before meetings with the Chairman, Clerk or individual councillors for the Council’s 

consideration.  

 

2 members of the public were in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 

 

 

01/06/21 Introduction and apologies – (video recording time 00:02:12) -apologies were received 

from Cllr Paul Blackwell.  In the absence of Cllr Blackwell, Cllr Kitchen chaired proceedings.  

Cllr Paul Henderson (DCC) was welcomed to his first attendance at a CSW Parish Council 

meeting. 
 

02/06/21 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – Cllr Wilkinson declared an interest in Agenda 

item 8e, application 73451.  At a later point in the meeting Cllr Kitchen also declared an 

interest in agenda item 8e. 
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03/06/21 Reports – DCC - Cllr Henderson took the opportunity of providing some detail about his 

activities including as a councillor and, until recently, Mayor of South Molton Town Council. 

It was noted that he was also a councillor with North Devon and Devon County Councils.  He 

went on to explain his current interests which included the state of local roads and 

mentioned those DCC committees in which he was involved. 

 

   Cllr Henderson confirmed that grants were available from DCC and suggested the Council 

seek advice from him on funding issues should a source not be immediately obvious.  He 

also welcomed contact about any other issue with which he may be able to assist.   

 

NDC - Cllr Jenkins took the opportunity of reminding the Council that applications to the 

Community Councillor Grant for the year 2021/22 were being encouraged.  

 

04/06/21 Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 24th May, 2021 - (video recording 

time: 00:08:32) – the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting, which took place on 

the 24th May 2021, were approved by the Council and the Chairman instructed to sign 

these.  In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that, as at 28th June, no requests had 

been made to view the Council’s accounts. 

 

05/06/21 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 24th May 2021 - the Minutes of the Parish 

Council Meeting, which took place on the 24th May 2021, were approved by the Council and 

the Chairman instructed to sign these.  
 

06/06/21 Items raised by parishioners – this session was held prior to the meeting. 

• Katy Lee & Vince Large provided an overview of Application 73162 for the erection of 2 

units of holiday accommodation & associated works at Courage Copse, Warkleigh.  It 

was noted this application would be discussed at agenda item 8b.  

 

07/06/21 Maintenance of roads, footpaths, etc (video recording time:00:10:00) 
For the benefit of the meeting, Cllr Wilkinson explained that the Council had a reasonably 
robust maintenance programme for the parish roads, that Phase 2 of highway maintenance/ 
verge ploughing had been ‘signed off’ and that he had applied to DCC’s Community 
Enhancement Fund for the sum of £1,500 for Phase 3.  He understood from informal 
discussions this had been approved, but awaited confirmation.   
 
After providing the reasons for delays in starting repairs to the road between Swinggate 
Cross and East Pugsley Cross, he reported this was due to be started in the financial year 
2022/23.  He pointed out this delay was particularly disappointing as the work was initially 
planned for 2020 but funding arrangements had been ‘lost’ in the system.  In response to a 
question, Cllr Wilkinson explained the nature of the damage and repair required to resolve 
the problem.  Other issues discussed included: 
 

• Road to Swinggate Cross - following discussion, Cllr Wilkinson reported that the reason 
for the continued damage in that particular area appeared to be from an articulated lorry 
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which stopped and turned at that section of the road.  In the first instance, he planned to 
speak with the relevant dairy about the reason why this route had been chosen. 

Cllr Wilkinson 

• Head Post road – Cllr Coupe reported a tree that may need to be removed.  It was 
confirmed that Richard Sables was aware of this and another tree and was arranging for 
their removal. 

• Portsmouth Road – road surface – following the request for an update on repairs to this 
road, Cllr Wilkinson acknowledged this was in need of repair but could not confirm when 
it would be addressed.  The Clerk reported receiving a parishioner’s concern about the 
state of this particular road; she had advised the parishioner that the Council was 
pursuing the matter with Highways. 

 
Following Cllr Henderson explaining the changes in contractors working for Highways, Cllr 
Wilkinson made the observation that there appeared to be a lack of quality control over the 
work he had witnessed within the parish and gave specific examples of this, which often 
meant the repair was less than effective.  He also asked for better liaison between Highways 
and the local Parish Council before deciding on repairs.  Cllr Henderson stated that he would 
raise the issue around the delays to Swinggate Cross/East Pugsley Cross at the Traffic 
Highways meeting planned for the following week.   

 
08/06/21 Projects – Launds Playing Field (video recording time: 00:21:55) 

a. Weekly checks - Cllr Ball reported on issues arising as a result of June’s weekly checks.   

• Strimming around play equipment - It was agreed that the contractor should be asked to 
cease strimming at the base of the cableway as this created damage but to clear the grass 
in an alternative way.   

• Grass cutting - it was also agreed that the grass was currently too long and that a request 
be made for this to be cut every 2 weeks at least over the summer holiday period.  The 
Clerk was asked to make contact with A & M Contractors in relation to the above. 

Clerk 

• Cableway – the fifth plank from the bottom was showing rot – Village Hall end. 

• Adult Swings (third from left) – the nut on this appeared to be working loose.  Cllr 
Wilkinson advised that the bolt was too long, which gave the appearance of the nut 
working loose. 

• Apple trees – one of these appeared to have died; Cllr Wilkinson advised he would check. 
Cllr Wilkinson 

b. Climbing wall foot/handholds – Cllr Coupe reported three that rotate and need to be 
tightened.  Cllr Kitchen agreed to join Cllr Coupe in a further check and repair of the items. 

Cllr Coupe/Cllr Kitchen 

09/06/21 Planning - (video recording time: 00:27:45) 
a. Class Q applications – Cllr Jenkins was thanked for forwarding NDC’s most recent response 

to issues raised by the Council and the item circulated by Cllr Coupe was noted.  Cllr Ball felt 

that NDC may have misinterpreted the Council’s question.  The question was not about the 

Govt’s guidance, but whether NDC had developed its own policy guidance which would 

ensure a consistent approach by NDC planning officers when considering Class Q 

applications.  It was considered that the lack of local guidance also meant there was no clear 

criteria available for those expected to scrutinise applications.  Following discussion, it was 
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agreed to consider the next steps which may be to raise the issue with the newly appointed 

Head of Planning, Ms Maria Bailey. 
Next agenda 

b. Courage Copse, Warkleigh – application 73162 – for the erection of two units of holiday 

accommodation and associated works (circulated separately).  Councillors were in support of 

the application, welcoming the fact that the application was clearly laid out including the 

rationale for the development.  Following questions and observations about comments from 

NDC officers, Cllr Coupe proposed; Cllr Kitchen seconded and all agreed to support the 

application and to convey the Council’s observations.  
Clerk 

c. 2 South View – application 73244 – a Decision Notice was received to approve the removal 

of garage & store and erection of extension and porch to existing dwelling (circulated 

separately).   

 

d. Barn at Great Shortridge, Warkleigh – application 73051 – a Decision Notice was received 

to approve details in respect of discharge of condition 4 (external lighting) attached to 

planning permission 70400 (conversion of a barn into a dwelling) (circulated separately). 

 

e. Barn adjacent to Holtgate, Chittlehamholt – application 73451 – for the erection of two 

double garages (circulated separately).  It was agreed the Council would not be able to 

formally respond to the application, but it was decided to convey an observation to aid 

NDC’s administrative arrangements, which was that although the curtilage did need to be 

extended, this had not been included in the application.  A general comment was made 

about what seemed to be meaningless rules of Class Q applications which allowed for the 

curtilage to be extended in applications made after the original application, although the 

latter limited the size of the curtilage. 
Clerk 

f. 1 Deason Cottage, Chittlehamholt – application 73300 – for the erection of a stable building 

with two stables, a hay barn and tack room/feed store (circulated separately).   There was 

general support for the application, with comments made about the size of the site area 

which differed within the documents presented.  This needed clarification as the larger size 

stated would require a wildlife report.  It was also noted that the impact on nearby listed 

buildings needed to be considered.  Cllr Coupe proposed; Cllr Kitchen seconded and all 

agreed to convey these views to NDC.  
Clerk 

g. New Park, Chittlehampton – application 72811 – for the demolition of agricultural building 

& erection of a new agricultural building (circulated separately).  In principle the application 

was viewed favourably.  Cllr Kitchen proposed: Cllr Coupe seconded and all agreed to convey 

this opinion to NDC. 
Clerk 

h. Highbullen Hotel: 

a. Consultation process – NDC’s response was received which, in summary, confirmed 

NDC’s view that the correct process for consultation had been followed (circulated 

separately). 
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b. Application 73266 – for the creation of internal access road (pursuant to application ref 

58603) (circulated separately).  Comments were aired on a number of issues, including 

the absence of any rationale for the development, the reason for the inclusion of a 

modified bat survey report and, in particular, the significant change to the 

arrangements for foul drainage.  Following further discussion, with Cllr Ball providing 

considerable background in support of the Council’s views about its concern related to 

the arrangement for foul drainage, Cllr Kitchen proposed; Cllr Coupe seconded and all 

agreed to convey the Council’s observations and to question whether the significant 

change to the foul drainage system could be delegated under ‘reserved matters’. 
Clerk 

10/06/21 Finances – (video recording time: 00:54:29) 

a. Current balance – it was noted that the balance, as at 15th June 2021, was £9,479.42. 
 

b. Payments – it was resolved to make the following payment: 

• Vimeo - £59.94 (including £9.99 VAT) for the renewal of video hosting (2021/22) – 

which would be a repayment to Cllr Coupe.  Cllr Kitchen proposed; Cllr Ball seconded 

and all agreed, with the exception of Cllr Coupe who abstained. 

 

11/06/21 Matters Raised by Councillors – (video recording time: 00:54:43) 

a. Village signs –  

• Cllr Coupe wondered if something could be arranged to improve the legs on the sign at 

Taw View; Cllr Wilkinson said he would check the signs. 

• Cllr Ball commented on signs in general which were often blown around so they pointed 

in the wrong direction.  Cllr Wilkinson advised this had been discussed with Highways 

with general agreement it was mostly due to the type of sign erected.  He suggested 

that there may be a way for councillors to improve them. 

 

b. Lenton Farm – application – in response to a question, Cllr Kitchen advised the land 

involved did not appear to be within the parish boundaries for which the Council was 

responsible. 

 

c. Grass Cutting – Cllr Wilkinson reminded the Council of its intention to seek tenders in 

August for grass cutting for a three-year period from 2022.  It was agreed to confirm this 

arrangement at the next meeting. 
Next agenda 

d. Full fibre project – Cllr Ball provided an update on the current situation.  There were now 

two projects, one of which was being managed by Gainshare.  He intended to resubmit the 

community’s bid once Gainshare had introduced fibre to the Warkleigh/Satterleigh area 

which was anticipated within the year as this would reduce the cost for project he was 

leading. 

 

e. Field opposite Deason Farm – following a general query about the future of this field, the 

view was expressed that the field was being returned to its original state by its current 

owner. 
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f. Strategy Task & Finish Group Meeting – it was agreed that a new date for the postponed 

meeting would be organised by e-mail.   

 

12/06/21 Annual Parish Meeting – it was noted that in view of the Govt restrictions related to COVID 

19, it had not been possible for the Council to host the Annual Parish Meeting and therefore 

the Village Hall and Village Shop would again be invited to provide a summary of events for 

the financial year 2020/21.  

Clerk 

13/06/21 Date of next meeting – 26th July 2021.    

 

Summary of Items of Expenditure 

 

Description Amount 

Net Amount   VAT 

S 137 

Vimeo – for the renewal of video hosting in 2021/22 – repayment to 
Cllr Andrew Coupe 

49.95 £9.99  

 

Summary of Actions 

 

Councillor/Clerk/ 
Next agenda 

Minute 
reference 

                                           Details 

Cllr Wilkinson 07/06/21 Contact dairy to explore reason for milk container route. 

Clerk 08/06/21 Arrange for grass to be cut two weekly over summer period and 
request that the strimmer should not be used at the base of the 
cableway, with an alternative method used for cutting the grass. 

Cllr Wilkinson 08/06/21 Check apple trees. 

Cllr Coupe 
Cllr Kitchen 

08/06/21 Check/repair climbing wall foot/handholds. 

Next agenda 09/06/21 a Consider next steps in pursuing issues related to Class Q 
applications. 

Clerk 09/06/21 b Convey Council’s views to NDC. 

Clerk 09/06/21 e Draw NDC’s attention to an administrative issue. 

Clerk 09/06/21 f Convey Council’s views to NDC. 

Clerk 09/06/21 g Convey Council’s views to NDC. 

Clerk 09/06/21 h b Convey Council’s views to NDC. 

Next agenda 11/06/21 c Authorise the Clerk to seek tenders for cutting grass over a 3-
year period starting January 2022. 

Clerk 12/06/21 Invite Village Shop and Village Hall to provide a written report 
for the financial year 2020/21. 

 
 
 
Signed         Date  26th July 2021 

Chairman 


