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CSW Parish Council meetings are recorded – videos of proceedings can be accessed at: 

https://cswparish.org.uk/the-council/how-we-make-decisions/council-meetings/19-past-

meetings.  Minutes are therefore limited mainly to action agreed, with the time of the agenda 

item on the video recording for each item.  

 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 28 October 2019  

in Chittlehamholt Village Hall 
Meeting chaired by Councillor Paul Blackwell 

Meeting minuted by Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

Councillors present 
 
 
 
 
 
In attendance 

Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Paul Blackwell 
Councillor Andrew Coupe 
Councillor Andrew Kitchen 
Councillor Steve Wilkinson 
 
Councillor Richard Edgell (DCC) 

5 members of the public were in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30 pm. 

 

1/10/19 Apologies – apologies were received from Cllr Paul Wingrove and Cllr Ray Jenkins (NDC). 
 

2/10/19 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – no interests were declared. 
 

3/10/19 Reports (video time: 00:01.25) 

a. Police – Cllr Wilkinson advised that there had been no crimes reported in the past month 

and that he would be attending an all-day seminar at West Point about rural crime on the 

18th November. 
 

b. District Councillor – in the absence of Cllr Jenkins, his report was deferred. 

 

c. County Councillor – Cllr Edgell reminded the meeting about grant funding available and, 

since this was the 3rd year of the County Council’s cycle, any unspent grant monies would 

not be carried forward. 
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4/10/19 Minutes of the Meeting held on 30th September 2019 (video time: 00:03:40) 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting which took place on 30th September 2019 were 

approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. 

 

5/10/19 Parishioners’ Open Session – the issue of large lorries carrying concrete through the village 

was raised in the Parishioners’ Open Session held prior to the meeting.  It was pointed out 

that the route used by these vehicles was understandable and that it was for the rebuild of 

a property in the Satterleigh parish.  Cllr Ball suggested the drains in the village would need 

monitoring as large vehicles crossing over these had caused damage in the past. 

 

6/10/19 Maintenance of roads, footpaths etc. (video time: 00:06:30) 

a. Highway maintenance/verge ploughing/bridleways & footpaths/progress with issues 
reported to Highways etc.  Points noted from Cllr Wilkinson’s report were: 
• He had attended the annual Highways meeting on 7th October in Filleigh Village Hall.  The 

forum was informal, enabling attendees to speak with many different people. 
• The issue of overhanging trees which had been discussed by the Council, was raised with 

the relevant officer at the meeting, who reported back the following day that an 
enforcement notice had been served on the landowner.  Cllr Wilkinson welcomed the 
immediate response to this enquiry by the officer. 

• A project entitled ‘Doing what matters’ was aired at the event, which was being piloting 
in Torridge initially.  This aimed to find out the most important issues to their community 
by approaching parish councils.  Cllr Wilkinson had indicated his interest in progressing 
this initiative when it was introduced in North Devon. 

• At a further meeting with Richard Sables, it was confirmed that the misspelt sign 
(Chittlehammolt) at Hilltown Cross was in the process of being replaced. 

• Considerable publicity was given to the subject of Ash Die Back and it was agreed to 
suggest that the relevant website for information about the initiative ‘my tree, my 
responsibility’, e.g. www.devonashdieback.org.uk be shared with the local news outlets 
asking if they could promote this across the parish. 

Clerk 

• Progress on highway maintenance would not proceed until hedge cutting had been 
completed. 

• The Willow House had now been removed. 

• Concrete posts had been carried into Launds and/or cemented in as required.  Further 
work was awaited by SWEB who had previously omitted to contact relevant home 
owners as their power would need to be disrupted for a period.  

 
b. Publicity campaign – re maintenance of trees/hedges – Cllr Ball advised that an article 

would be drafted after the full process was known.  Therefore, the outcome of the notice 
served on the landowner was awaited before this issue was further progressed.  

Cllr Ball 

In response to a question by the Chairman, there was discussion about options for grant 
funding projects.  It was agreed to consider this further after the budget had been 
considered for the next financial year and current commitments clarified. 
 

http://www.devonashdieback.org.uk/
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c. Launds Playing Field – grass cutting – the Clerk advised that two contractors had been asked 
to quote for cutting the grass in 2020 and asked whether any other contractor was known.  
Cllr Ball reminded the Clerk that it was not essential to acquire three estimates for this task 
as the cost was less than £1,000. 

Clerk 

7/10/19 Projects (video time 00:20:20) 

a. Chittlehamholt telephone box – ‘3 Parishes Museum’ – reminding the Council about the 
project, Cllr Kitchen confirmed that he would be giving further consideration to the issue.  
The Clerk confirmed that a general notice about the Council’s proposed initiative had been 
issued through the local news outlets.  She agreed to make a separate poster for sharing and 
display on the Council’s website. 

Clerk 

b. Satterleigh Church – in response to the Clerk’s request for prospective carpenters, Cllr 
Kitchen advised he would make contact with Richard May and Cllr Wilkinson indicated he 
would speak with another person to obtain a quote for new gates to the church. 

 Cllr Kitchen/Cllr Wilkinson 

c. Chittlehamholt War Memorial – Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that he and Henry Godfrey, who 
had offered to undertake the repairs to the wall and was Chapter 8 trained, had checked out 
the work required.  Noting that the wall had been hit approximately four times, Cllr Ball 
suggested that placing reflective signs on the wall may be advisable and would be an action 
over which the Council did have authority. 

 
d. Defibrillator – the following points were noted following Cllr Wilkinson’s briefing: 

i. Costs and availability of defibrillator for Warkleigh – there was no further update 
available as a response from the British Heart Foundation was still awaited. 

Cllr Wilkinson/Next meeting 

ii. First responder training – response to attending both morning and afternoon training 
sessions on the 9th November had been good and all arrangements were now in place.  

 
iii. Donation related to training – following discussion on the level of donation to the 

voluntary group providing the training, it was agreed to make a decision at the next 
meeting, when the budget was agreed.  The initial suggestion was £250.  

Next meeting   
  8/10/19 Planning (video time 00:29:00) 

a. NDC/TDC – draft Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) – following discussion and a 

reminder of Cllr Wilkinson’s briefing paper, the Clerk was asked to draft a response which 

indicated the Council’s concern at the level of flexibility available within certain elements of 

the proposed guidance thus leaving interpretation to individual planning officers.  Cllr 

Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Ball seconded and all agreed a response be submitted requesting 

that standards for handling applications in the long term needed to be clear. The purpose 

behind this requirement would be to avoid inappropriate dwellings being developed. 
Clerk 

b. Highbullen Hotel – application 70318 – (some reserved matters) for 15 holiday lodges (ref 

outline planning permission 58603) – the Clerk advised that a response had yet to be 

received and, as far as she was aware, no Decision Notice had been issued.  Cllr Coupe 

pointed out that a Construction Management Transport Plan had now been produced and 

other documents placed online the day before consultation ended which meant these could 
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not be scrutinised in advance of the Council’s response.  The Clerk was asked to prompt NDC 

about its original response and express the Council’s concern it had not been able to 

scrutinise those documents made available shortly before the consultation period ended. 
Clerk 

c. Greendown Farm, Chittlehampton, EX37 9QR – application 70387 – prior approval for 

change of use of agricultural building to form four dwelling houses.  The Decision Notice 

refusing this application was received.  Cllr Ball reminded the Council of its concerns about 

this particular application. 
 

d. Land north of Bakers Wood, Chittlehamholt – application 70619 – following discussion, the 

Council had no objection or comment to make with regard to this application. 
 

9/10/19 Finances (video time 00:52:32) 

a. Current balance – it was noted that, at the 15th October 2019, the balance was £11,343.11, 

which included the Community Enhancement Grant of £1,100 for the next phase of highway 

maintenance and £500 towards a second defibrillator.  The Clerk confirmed that a bank 

reconciliation had been circulated to councillors which confirmed the above. 

 

b. Budget/Precept for 2020/21 – Cllr Kitchen presented the budget for the forthcoming 

financial year which had been circulated separately.  During the briefing and discussion 

which followed, points below were noted: 

• It was proposed that the Precept should be increased by £250 (5%). 

• Should the Parish Grant be maintained, there would be flexibility to undertake more 

work. 

• There would be a fall in the reserves for 2020/21 with a forecast of these being 

reinstated to the current level in 2024/25 with prudent budget setting.  

• Councillors were encouraged to consider the budget in order to raise any queries and/or 

additions prior to the next meeting when approval would be required. 
Councillors/next meeting 

• The draft budget should be made available on the Council’s website prior to the next 

meeting. 

• Although the salt spreader may need replacement, it was agreed this would not be 

appropriate for the current financial year and that all options, such as hiring, should be 

included when this was considered. 

Cllr Kitchen pointed out that the level of work undertaken by the Council was far in excess 

of the funds obtained through the Precept due to the success of grant funding applied for 

and the level of voluntary work by local people.  

 

c. Purchase of a tarpaulin – Cllr Wilkinson explained that the rock salt was delivered in plastic 

bags which degraded after time. Some 20 bags had to be emptied by him and Cllr Wingrove 

and taken elsewhere for disposal.  To avoid a recurrence of further degrading, he 

recommended the purchase of a tarpaulin.  Cllr Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Coupe seconded 

and all approved that a tarpaulin should be purchased to cover the rock salt.   
Cllr Wilkinson 
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d. Replacement sign – Cllr Wilkinson offered to obtain a cost for a replacement sign to Launds 

Playing Field. 
Cllr Wilkinson 

e. Payment – the following was approved for payment:  (video time: 01:06:50) 

i. North Devon Council – of £366.28 (including £7.72. for administrative costs of which 

£1.29 was VAT) – was noted, having been previously approved as ongoing business (ref 

2019/10 Budget line 29) 

 

ii. Reimbursement to Cllr Coupe for payment to Siteground – of £14.95 – for internet 

domain renewal – was deferred as the cost of VAT had not been included in this amount. 
Next meeting 

iii. Reimbursement to Cllr Coupe for payment to Amazon – £8.99 (including VAT of £1.50) 

was deferred as the cheque prepared included both payments. 
Next meeting 

iv. Warkleigh and Satterleigh PCC – of £300 (‘grant’) towards the upkeep of churchyards 

(ref Budget 2019/20 – line 20) was proposed by Cllr Kitchen; seconded by Cllr Ball and 

approved by all. 

 

Following discussion about the future of the Parish Grant, Cllr Ball advised that he 

intended to raise this issue through the Parish Forum since he had already checked and 

the position was unknown.  Cllr Ball agreed to speak with Cllr Jenkins to brief him on the 

issue, prior to this being raised for discussion at the Parish Forum. 
Cllr Ball 

v. St John the Baptist (Chittlehamholt) PCC – of £150 (‘grant’) towards the upkeep of 

churchyard (ref Budget 2019/20 – line 20) was proposed by Cllr Kitchen; seconded by Cllr 

Ball and approved by all. 

 

vi. Reimbursement to Cllr Ball for attendance at Campaign to Protect Rural England 

Planning Workshop (CREP) of £10.00 (ref Minute 13/09/19 g) was proposed by Cllr 

Kitchen; seconded by Cllr Coupe and approved by all.  Cllr Ball reported that the 

workshop was particularly interesting and proposed joining the CREP for the forthcoming 

year.  One of the benefits of corporate membership of this organisation was access to its 

on-call planning consultant.  He asked that it be placed on the next agenda for further 

discussion. 
Next meeting 

10/10/19 Control documents (video time: 01:14:58)– following a briefing by Cllr Ball on the draft 

Grants Policy (circulated previously), Cllr Ball proposed; Cllr Kitchen seconded and all agreed 

that the Policy be adopted, apart from Cllr Coupe who had not been able to consider the 

draft in detail before the meeting. 

 

11/10/19 Matters Raised by Councillors (video time: 01:20:58) 

a. TB – process for dealing with infected animals – in the absence of Cllr Wingrove, this item 

was deferred. 
Cllr Wingrove/Next meeting 
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b. Rubbish bin outside the Launds Playing Field – Cllr Wilkinson explained that whilst 

attending the field for another purpose, he had noticed that since the bin was overflowing, 

he had emptied it.  He questioned whether it should be emptied more routinely and 

irrespective of this, asked that more bags should be obtained in order that the bin could be 

changed more often.  Cllr Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Coupe seconded and all agreed that the 

Clerk ask for more bags and make enquiries about more regular collections. 

 

Discussion about the contents of the bin resulted in the following action: 

• Explorations be made by the Clerk about any items which should not be placed in such 

public waste bins. 

• A notice be considered explaining the purpose of the bin and any exclusions. 

• Explorations be made by the Clerk about the collection of dog excrement.  
Clerk 

c. Car charging point – Cllr Ball reported that someone had asked if the Council had given 

thought to a charging point for the village.  He gave some background details to the capital 

and revenue cost of such a development explaining that the cost for a commercial site was 

in the region of £15 - 25,000. 

 

12/10/19 Training opportunities for Councillors/Clerk – routine DALC newsletters circulated 

previously were noted.   

 

13/10/19 Correspondence (video time 01:38:25) 

a. Power for the People – a request to consider its campaign for a ‘more local, clean energy 

generation that would benefit local communities’ was noted (circulated separately). 

 

b. Citizens Advice – it was suggested that the Council consider the Citizens Advice Bureau’s 

request for a donation at its next meeting, applying the Grants Policy. 
Next meeting 

c. Came & Company Local Insurance – the acquisition of Stackhouse Poland Ltd by the 

Gallagher group of companies was noted.  The Clerk advised that she had been informed 

the acquisition did not create any changes to the Council’s current insurance arrangements. 

 

d. Remembrance Day – 10th November 2019 – Village Hall – the invitation to the Service 

which started at 10.45 a.m. was noted. 

 

e. North Devon Council – Community Governance Review – NDC’s notification of this review 

was received (circulated separately). 

 

f. North Devon Council – an invitation was received to a Special Parish Forum meeting on 

Tuesday, 3rd December 2019.  It was noted that Cllr Wilkinson had already expressed his 

interest in attending.  Cllr Ball asked the Clerk to make arrangements for him to attend. 
Clerk 
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g. Devon County Council – (Traffic Management Plan) Permit Scheme Order reference 

IMR/B16273 – Cllr Wilkinson explained the purpose of this notification which had been 

circulated previously. 

 

14/10/19 Items for immediate release to local news outlets – items to share with the local news 

outlets were suggested.  

 

15/10/19 Date of Next Meeting – following discussion about when the next meeting should take 

place in view of the fact that the Christmas break would result in the need to change the 

usual timing, it was agreed to further consider this issue at the next meeting.  The current 

proposal was Monday, 16th December, 2019.     

 

 

Summary of Items of Expenditure 

 

Description Amount 

Net Amount   VAT 

S 137 

North Devon Council – for the Clerk’s salary (June to 

September) 

364.99 1.29  

Warkleigh and Satterleigh PCC (for the upkeep of burial 
grounds) 

300.00   

St John the Baptist (Chittlehamholt) PCC (for the upkeep of 
the burial ground) 

150.00   

Campaign to Protect Rural England  for a Planning Workshop – 
reimbursement to Cllr Ball 

10.00   

 

Summary of Actions 

 

Councillor/Clerk/ 
Next agenda 

Agenda 
Item 

                                           Details 

Clerk 6/10/19 a Share website re Ash Die Back with news outlets. 

Cllr Ball 6/10/19 b Monitor outcome of enforcement action by Highways. 

Clerk 6/10/19 c Proceed with acquiring estimates for grass cutting at Launds. 

Clerk 7/10/19 a Draft a poster to publicise Council’s ‘3 parishes museum 
initiative. 

Cllr Kitchen 
Cllr Wilkinson 

7/10/19 b Obtain quotes for new gates to Satterleigh Church. 

Cllr Wilkinson 
Next meeting 

7/10/19 di Present costs and availability of a new defibrillator for 
consideration. 

Next meeting 7/10/19 diii Consider appropriate amount to donate to the voluntary group 
providing first responder training. 

Clerk 8/10/19 a Draft response to NDC. 

Clerk 8/10/19 b Prompt NDC re response sent. 
Convey concern re late publication of additional papers. 

Cllr Wilkinson 9/10/19 c Purchase a tarpaulin. 
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Councillors 9/10/19 b Consider additions/amendments to draft budget. 

Cllr Wilkinson 9/10/19 d Explore cost for replacement sign. 

Next meeting 9/10/19 e ii Re-present item for payment, amended to include VAT cost. 

Next meeting 9/10/19 e iii Re-present item for payment. 

Cllr Ball 9/10/19 e iv Discuss Parish Grant with Cllr Jenkins. 

Next meeting 9/10/19 e vi Consider corporate membership of CREP. 

Cllr Wingrove 
Next meeting 

11/10/19 a Provide factual details related to process for dealing with 
possible animals infected with TB. 

Clerk 11/10/19b • Obtain supply of bin liners. 

• Clarify any items which should not be placed in the public 
waste bin outside Launds. 

• Make enquiries about options for collecting animal 
excrement. 

Next meeting 13/10/19 b Consider request by CAB for donation. 

Clerk 13/10/19 f Advise NDC of Cllr Ball’s wish to attend Parish Forum meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed         Date 


