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CSW Parish Council meetings are recorded – videos of proceedings can be accessed at: 

https://cswparish.org.uk/the-council/how-we-make-decisions/council-meetings/19-past-meetings.  

Minutes are therefore limited mainly to action agreed, with the time of the agenda item on the 

video recording for each item.  

 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 25th February 2019 in Chittlehamholt 

Village Hall 
Meeting chaired by Councillor Paul Blackwell 

Meeting minuted by Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

Councillors present 
 
 
 
 

Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Andrew Coupe 
Councillor Andrew Kitchen 
Councillor Michael Pincombe 
Councillor Steve Wilkinson 

7 members of the public were in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30 pm. 
 

1/02/19 Apologies – apologies were received from Cllr Richard Edgell (DDC) and Cllr Walter White 

(NDC). 
 

2/02/19 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations - none 
 

3/02/19 Parishioners’ Open Session – (video time 00:00:39)  

Safeguarding the village pub - Phil Catchpole reported that a private interest had been 

shown in the Exeter Inn and that the prospective purchaser was not concerned about the 

community’s aim to register the Inn as an Asset of Community Interest (ACV).  He also 

expressed thanks to the Village Hall for allowing the Task & Finish Group meetings to take 

place in the hall, free of charge. 
 

4/02/19 Reports (video time 00:02:00) 

a. Police – Cllr Wilkinson reported on the recent meeting he had attended with the Police 

Service.  Points noted from his report were: 

• The main topic for discussion related to budgetary issues; the impact of the reduction in 

funding over recent years was explained. 

• It was noted that the £24 increase in the Community Charge for Band D residents for 

2019/20 would allow the recruitment of 85 police officers.   
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• An interesting demonstration was provided by the first dedicated drone unit; how this 

was being used by the Service was explained.  It was noted that the Devon and Cornwall 

Police Service was leading the way with this new technology. 

• The considerable increase in dog attacks was reported and the fact that there had been 

some significant thefts of sheep. 

• One burglary had been reported in December in the Portsmouth Arms area. 

 

b. District Councillor – in the absence of Cllr White, his report was deferred. 
 

c. County Councillor – in the absence of Cllr Edgell, his report was deferred. 

 

5/02/19 Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th January 2019 (video time 00:05:40) – the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on 28th January, which had been circulated previously, were approved by 

the Council and signed by the Chairman.    

 

6/02/19 Matters Arising (video time 00:05:55) 

a. Maintenance of roads, footpaths etc.  Cllr Wilkinson reported on activities over recent 
weeks, which included the following:  

i. General 

• All relevant information had been provided to him when the severe weather occurred. 

• Gritting had taken place on five occasions.   

• On four occasions Paul Wingrove, as a volunteer, had gritted the roads; on one 

occasion the equipment had to be defrosted before the gritting could continue.  He 

thanked Cllr Pincombe for gritting in one area.   

• He pointed out that local people may not realise this work was carried out by 

volunteers and not by Highways.   

• Two lorry loads of scalpings had been delivered and were then spread by Paul 

Wingrove. 

• The road from Headpost Cottage to Longwells Farm had been tarmacked.  He had 

provided positive feedback to Highways about the contractor’s work and their 

politeness. 

• There was a road diversion left in place for a couple of days by Western Power, 

although the work had been completed in 4 hours.  Cllr Wilkinson had removed the 

signs and made a complaint.  He was pleased to report that an apology had been 

received. 

 

ii. Highways cleaning/verge ploughing – Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that he had applied for 

£1,100 from the Community Enhancement Fund following confirmation previously about 

the Council’s financial position in terms of its ability to match fund this expenditure for 

improvements planned for the next phase of work.  The outcome of the application would 

be known in March.  Cllr Wilkinson explained the current areas to receive priority and that 

it was hoped the work could be extended further if funding allowed.  The precise areas to 

be ‘ploughed’ would need to be confirmed if/when the grant was available. 
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iii. Thanks to Paul Wingrove - Cllr Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Ball seconded and all agreed the 

Council’s thanks should be conveyed to Paul Wingrove for the work described above.  

Following discussion, Cllr Wilkinson agreed to remind Mr Wingrove that the Budget did 

include costs for the diesel used by him during the gritting and other work. 
Cllr Wilkinson/Clerk 

iv. Gritter – Cllr Wilkinson pointed out that there were difficulties with the gritter and 

questioned whether this could be considered.  Following discussion, it was agreed to 

consider options for repair and/or longer-term plans for a replacement. 

 

v. BT policy for use of Cherry Picker – Cllr Ball reported that BT have a new policy for their 

Cherry Picker.  Any remote area where the poles to overhead cables have been 

condemned will now require road closure with the accompanying delays.    

 

b. Review of Standing Orders (SOs) and other control documents (video time: 00:16:40) 
i. Standing Orders – the Clerk advised that she had yet to receive any written comments on 

the document.  Cllr Ball explained the minor amendments required to align these with the 
Financial Regulations that were developed after the original SOs.  It was agreed to defer 
approval of the documents until the Council’s next meeting.  The Clerk agreed to reissue the 
draft to councillors, after its amendment by Cllr Ball.  She also pointed out a procedural 
change required to the order of meetings. 

Clerk/Councillors 

ii. Privacy Policy – it was agreed to reissue this draft policy in advance of the next meeting at 
which it would need to be approved subject to any amendments suggested. 

Councillors 

iii. Subject Access Requests Policy and Process – it was agreed to reissue this draft policy in 
advance of the next meeting at which it would need to be approved subject to any 
amendments approved. 

Councillors 

iv. Complaints Procedure – Cllr Ball gave some context to the process required to deliver a 
complaints procedure within a parish council.  Following discussion, it was accepted that the 
draft circulated needed amendment prior to further consideration.  Cllr Ball agreed to re-
circulate the draft prior to the next meeting. 

Cllr Ball 

c. Safeguarding the Village Pub Task & Finish Group – (video time 00:28:45) – Phil Catchpole 
reported on the meeting held on 17th February 2019 at which a number of people attended 
who were new to the group.  Issues covered at the meeting included:  

• The implications of registering the Inn as an Asset of Community Value (ACV), noting that 
this could be removed at any time and/or the Inn sold whilst it was in place.  The view 
was expressed that an ACV may have a detrimental effect on a prospective purchaser’s 
mortgage application, but noted that the Parish Council could withdraw this at any time. 

• Further discussion about opportunities for fundraising had taken place. 
Cllr Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Ball seconded and all agreed that the Council register the Inn as 
an ACV.  The Clerk was asked to complete the necessary forms in liaison with Cllrs Ball and 
Wilkinson.  

Clerk 

d. Defibrillator – Cllr Wilkinson provided an update on costs and other issues related to the 
preferred defibrillator, from which the following points were noted: 
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• He had been in liaison with South Western Ambulance Service about the removal of the 

current equipment. 

• The most favourable option would cost £985 + VAT from a supplier who would waive the 

initial, one-off, training fee (of £200). 

• CPR training of volunteers could be provided by St Johns Ambulance Service.  It was 

agreed this issue could be addressed after the new equipment was in place. 

• The cost of the defibrillator and training had been included within the budget. 

• The £500 grant from DCC towards the replacement defibrillator had been received. 

• A resolution to approve purchase had been deferred until the February Council meeting 

when the Vice Chairman would be in attendance and the financial details finalised.   

• Following a question by Cllr Ball, the increase in the Precept to accommodate this 

purchase, should additional funds be required, was confirmed by Cllr Kitchen.  

Following confirmation that the financial arrangements were in place for the purchase, Cllr 

Wilkinson proposed; Cllr Kitchen seconded and all agreed that the defibrillator be purchased 

from the preferred supplier.  Cllr Wilkinson was asked to proceed with the purchase. 
Cllr Wilkinson 

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed that he would ensure current volunteers were contacted, that 

arrangements to comply with GDPR were met and training was organised and publicised. 
Cllr Wilkinson 

e. Parish Council elections – the Clerk drew attention to the ‘Information Sheet for Parish 

Clerks,’ which provided guidance on the forthcoming election process.  Cllr Ball reminded 

people of the process and that should an election be required, it had been agreed to carry 

forward the costs to the next financial year. 

 

f. Public Open Space Contribution (POSC) monies – following discussion it was agreed to 

progress the issue through the Strategy Task and Finish Group and that a co-ordinated 

approach to include the Village Shop and the Village Hall would be the way forward.  To this 

end, the Chairman was asked to make contact with the two organisations.  
Chairman/Clerk/Strategy Task & Finish Group 

g. Information Point – following discussion it was agreed that developing this information 

point would be taken forward in the Strategy Task and Finish Group.  In the meantime, Cllr 

Wilkinson offered to enquire about current arrangements for power to the phone box and 

to explore options for the future.  
Cllr Wilkinson/Strategy Task & Finish Group 

7/02/19 Planning (video time 01:01:10) 

Furlong Farm, Chittlehampton – application 65947 – the decision to approve the conversion 

of an agricultural building was noted. 

 

8/02/19 Finances (video time 01:01:30) 

a. Current balance – it was noted that the balance as at 15th February 2019 was £6,488, which 

included the £500 grant from DCC for the defibrillator.  It was also noted that payments 

already made and to the value of £489 had not yet cleared.  

.  

b. Payments – the following was approved: 
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• Village Hall – grant of £1,000 – payment of the grant was proposed by Cllr Kitchen, 

seconded by Cllr Wilkinson and all were in agreement.  It was noted this was to support 

a matched funding application by the Village Hall for a grant which would contribute 

towards the hall’s improvements.  

9/02/19 Matters Raised by Councillors (video time: 01:03:15) 

• Collecting rubbish – referring to a later agenda item, Cllr Wilkinson asked that the issue 

of routinely collecting rubbish be raised through the local media outlets, perhaps by 

inviting people to collect any rubbish seen around the village on a continuous basis, as a 

way of ensuring the area was kept tidy.  It was generally agreed to ask local news 

outlets to publicise the ‘Join Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean’ event. 

 

• Improvement to broadband reception – Cllr Ball asked the Council to note that he had 

been in liaison with BT / Outreach about cabinet 3 at Swingate Cross to ‘super-fast’ this.  

He pointed out that he was pursuing this as an individual not as a parish councillor. 

 

10/02/19 Training opportunities for Councillors/Clerk – to note routine DALC newsletters had been 

circulated previously. 

 

11/02/19 Correspondence (video time: 01:09:45) 

a. Volunteers needed for the Village Shop – the need for more volunteers was noted and 

people asked to raise awareness of this request amongst parishioners. 
 

b. Join Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean – it was agreed to publicise this ‘event’ 

and noted that the Council had discussed the issue previously when it had been agreed 

constant clearing away of debris was the way forward. 
 

c. Site Evaluation consultations – the event being held in Exeter on 28th February was noted. 

This related to the Government’s move to the next stage of the nuclear waste disposal site 

process. 
 

d. Village Hall Improvements – detailed information was noted, (circulated previously) which 

was in support of the Village Hall’s application for a grant.   
 

12/02/19 Items for immediate release to local news outlets – there were no specific items apart 

from the ‘Join Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean’ event mentioned above.  

 

13/02/19 Date of Next Meeting – Monday, 25th March 2019.   
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Summary of Items of Expenditure 

Description Amount 

Net Amount   VAT 

Village Hall – Grant – contribution to enable ma.tched funding for grant 
application towards renovations 

£1,000.00  

 

 

Summary of Actions 

Councillor/Clerk/ 
Next agenda 

Agenda 
Item 

                                           Details 

Cllr Wilkinson 
Clerk 

6/02/19a • Remind Paul Wingrove that expenses for diesel used in his 
work as a volunteer would be available. 

• Write to thank Paul Wingrove for his considerable help. 

Clerk 6/02/19bi Reissue control documents for consideration. 

Cllr Ball 6/02/19biv Reissue Complaints Procedure for consideration. 

Councillors 6/02/19bi, ii, 
iii, iv 

Consider and/or suggest amendments on control documents. 

Clerk 6/02/19c Complete ACV in liaison with councillors. 

Cllr Wilkinson 6/02/19d • Proceed with the purchase of the defibrillator. 

• Identify current volunteers in readiness for organising 
training. 

Chairman 
Clerk 

6/02/19f Write to Village Hall and Village Shop to suggest a co-ordinated 
approach to finalising details in respect of the POSC monies. 

Strategy Task & 
Finish Group 

6/02/19f Progress issues related to POSC monies. 

Cllr Wilkinson 6/02/19g Explore current and future arrangements for the supply of 
power to phone boxes owned by the Parish Council. 

Strategy Task & 
Finish Group 

6/02/19g Explore arrangements for turning village phone box into an 
information point. 

  Brought forward from previous meetings 

Clerk  Write to the Fire Service asking what arrangements were 
currently in place for locating fire hydrants/ensuring the water 
pressure was adequate. 

Clerk  Prepare article re GPS reference for ‘Round and About’. 

Clerk  Prepare options for storage of historic files. 

Clerk  Write to South West Water re signage/arrangements for 
temporary road closure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed         Date 


