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CSW Parish Council meetings are recorded – videos of proceedings can be accessed at 

https://cswparish.org.uk/the-council/how-we-make-decisions/council-meetings/19-past-

meetings.  Minutes are therefore limited mainly to action agreed, with the relevant 

section of the video stated at each item.  

 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 26th June 2017 in  

Chittlehamholt Village Hall 

Meeting 
chaired by 

Councillor Andrew Kitchen (Vice Chairman) 

Meeting 
minuted by 

Parish Clerk Linda Stapleton 

Councillors 
present 
 
 
 
In 
attendance 

Councillor David Ball 
Councillor Andrew Coupe 
Councillor Andrew Kitchen 
Councillor Michael Pincombe 
 
County Councillor Richard Edgell 
District Councillor Walter White 

8 members of the public were in attendance. 

The meeting opened at 7.00 pm. 

1. Apologies - apologies were received from Paul Blackwell. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – no declarations were received. 

 

3. Parishioners’ Open Session – (video link ref 00:00:36) - following a parishioner reporting that 

the small gate to Launds Playing Field was padlocked, the Vice Chairman confirmed he would 

ensure this was unlocked.  

 

4. Reports  (video link ref 00:1:40) 

a. Police – there was no update from the Police. 

b. District Councillor – Cllr White was pleased to advise that there was a favourable report 

related to local NHS services.  
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It was agreed to obtain and circulate the initial report to councillors.  He also referred to 

current difficulties in connection with the new arrangements for collecting refuse. 

c. County Councillor – Richard Edgell agreed with Cllr White’s comments regarding NHS 

services and clarified the situation regarding collection of recycling material.  He raised 

awareness of the consultation about improvements to the Link Road, providing some detail 

about the proposals. He also reminded the Council about grants available. 

 

5. Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd May 2017 – circulated previously, these were approved 

and signed by the Vice Chairman. 

 

6. Matters Arising (video link ref 00:16:20) 

a. Strategy to deliver work (road repairs, Snow Warden duties, etc.) - Andrew Kitchen 
reported on correspondence received by Barbara Kilvington from Furze Sanders, 
solicitors, indicating that there was no evidence that the layby immediately outside 
Launds Playing Field was owned by the Council.  Following a detailed report on her 
enquiries related to locating the deeds, Barbara Kilvington asked that the Council thank 
Furze Sanders for undertaking searches for the Council free of charge.  As a result of 
discussions, the following was agreed: 

• Barbara Kilvington continue to research for the deeds at the local North Devon Study 
Centre and County Records Office. 

• Failing the identification of these, a copy of the deeds should be obtained from the Land 
Registry at a cost of between £20 - £30 (Clerk). 

• National Westminster Bank be contacted to check it does not hold the deeds. 

• The Asset Register be amended for 2017/18 to reflect the value of the Launds Playing Field 
of £80,000 as at 2006. 

• The outcome of the enquiries be awaited before further action is taken regarding 
improvements to the layby. 

• The Chairman confirmed that he had yet to prepare a report with photos for circulation to 
the Council, indicating works required. 

• Initial indications from research undertaken by Dave Ball were that further thought would 
need to be given to the grazing of sheep if the fields were to be continuously available to 
the public.   

Andrew Kitchen/Barbara Kilvington/Clerk 

b. RoSPA report – no report was available for the meeting.   
Andrew Coupe 

c. Public conveniences – Dave Ball reported that the Village Hall Committee had expressed its 
preference for a new external door to be constructed and explained the next steps required in 
progressing the scheme.   It was agreed that a representative from the Village Hall Committee 
join the Parish Council representative/s in progressing the project.     

Dave Ball/Spence Seaman 
d. Biographies – Andrew Coupe reported there had been no progress since the meeting last 

meeting; Dave Ball and Andrew Kitchen agreed to provide photos.  
Andrew Coupe 

e. Air ambulance –  it was agreed that until the application had been completed for Section 106 
funding, efforts related to financing this project should be deferred.   

f. Exeter Inn – the Clerk confirmed that a response was awaited from NDC.  
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g. Ownership/restrictions on Launds Playing Field – this item was taken at 6a.         Clerk 

h. West Pugsley X/Swing Gate X – the Clerk confirmed that a response was awaited from 

Highways.                  Clerk 

i. Vacancy for Parish Councillor – the Clerk provided an update on promoting the vacancy.  The 

amended Application Form was approved and it was noted the Register of Interest form was 

obtained direct from NDC.               Clerk 

j. Section 106 Funding – following discussion about progress with developing a list of priorities 

and other issues related to this issue, it was agreed that:  

• Items need to be costed and councillors would proceed with this task in liaison with the 

Village Hall Committee; Dave Ball agreed to liaise with Spence Seaman. 

• The Clerk contact NDC to seek clarification on the statement contained within planning 

documents that money would not be released until the first unit is sold, since there was 

no understanding there would be any “sales”. 

• The Clerk contact NDC again regarding the existence of a deadline for submissions. 
Dave Ball, Clerk 

k. Issues arising from Clerk’s Short Course–following discussion it was agreed (video link 47.15): 

i. To explore alternative arrangements for storage of historic files; the Clerk was asked to 

bring forward proposals. 

ii. To trial reducing the minutes and include a reference to the relevant section of the video. 

iii. From next April, to introduce unique numbering to each minute. 

iv. To introduce minutes on the website which are signed.   .            Clerk 

l. Dog Fouling – it was noted the issue had been resolved by the parishioner. 

7. Planning (video link 00:53:00) 

a. Planning Application 62128 – Greendown Farm, Chittlehampton – following consideration, 

the Council agreed it did not wish to make a comment. 

b. Planning Application 63112 – Little Satterleigh, Satterleigh -  following consideration the 

Council agreed it did not wish to make no comment. 

c. Planning Application 63203 & 63061 – Old Forge, Chittlehamholt – following discussion the 

Council agreed to question whether an ecological survey should have been undertaken. 
Clerk 

d. North Devon Link Road – this item had been discussed at 4c. 

e. Eggesford & Wistlepound Forest Plan Consultation – the consultation, to 7th July, was noted. 

8. Finances (video link 01:01:55) 

a. Current Balance – was noted as £8,723.34 as at 15th June 2017. 

b. VAT return – it was noted this work was outstanding. 

c. Payment of £98.93 to the internal auditor was approved. 

d. CSW Parish Council Internal Audit Report 2016/17 – following discussion on issues arising 

from the report, it was noted that the list of the Council’s expenditure for 2016/17 would be 

placed on the website by 1 July 2017 and, it was agreed that: 

• Dave Ball would check (i) Internal Control Statement and (ii) whether the Council’s 

Registration to the Information Commissioner’s Office was in place. 

• Andrew Coupe would to check what further documents should be placed on the website.
 Dave Ball/Andrew Coupe 
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9. Matters Raised by Councillors (video link 1:08.00) 

a. BT improvements to broadband – Dave Ball reported on improvements to Broadband.  It 

was agreed to publicise on the website how parishioners could check on accessibility. 
Andrew Coupe 

b. Speed sign – Andrew Coupe reported a parishioner’s comment that the speed sign was not 

working correctly.  The Clerk was asked to write to Richard Sables (DCC) about the issue. 
Clerk 

c. Telephone Box – the Chairman questioned the status related to the Council purchasing the 

telephone box.  The Clerk was asked to review the position and report back.         Clerk 

d. Closed meeting – the Chairman reminded councillors that a closed meeting would follow to 

approve the previous minutes and to discuss one item of a sensitive nature. 

10. Training opportunities for Councillors/Clerk – the newsletter was noted. 

 

11. Correspondence (video link 01:14:00) 

a. North Devon Against Domestic Abuse (NDADA) – it was agreed to refer the request for  

using the car park for NDADA’s static display to the Village Hall Committee and advise 

NDADA accordingly; the Council was generally in support of NDADA’s proposed visit. 
Clerk 

b. Dogs Trust – it was agreed to display the poster on notice boards.  Andrew Coupe agreed to 

consider how this could be promoted on the website.         Andrew Coupe 

c. Grants and Community News from NDC – the newsletter, circulated separately, was noted.   

d. Overhanging branch on Newlands Hill – although the particular issue had now been 

resolved, general discussion followed related to numerous similar problems and the process 

required to address these which ultimately rests with the landowner.  In relation to a 

particular area of hedge on the Portsmouth Road, it was agreed DCC Highways should be 

contacted by the Clerk to advise them that the Council considered the work in trimming 

these was unacceptable.  Andrew Coupe agreed to take photographs to illustrate the point.  
Andrew Coupe/Clerk 

e. Temporary Traffic Notice –Satterleigh Cross/Hilltown Cross -  it was noted that the work had 

now been completed. 

f. Temporary Traffic Notice – West Stowford to Honeybeetle Cross – it was noted that the 

work had been completed. 

g. Latest newsletter from Devon ALC – was noted. 

h. Parish Forum – the revised date of 10th July, 2017 was noted. 

i. Devon Communities Together – Training Hub – the half day courses to October 2017 were 

noted. 

j. North Devon Council – Rural Funding Event – 29th June 2017 – was noted.  

12. Date of Next Meeting – was noted as 31st July 2017. 
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Summary of Items of Expenditure 

 

Description Amount 
Net Amount      VAT 

Internal Auditor (PC) £98.93  

 

 

 

Summary of Actions 

 

Councillor/Clerk/ 
Next agenda 

Agenda  
Item 

                                           Details 

Andrew Kitchen          3 Unlock small gate to Launds playing field. 

Clerk 4b Obtain/circulate NHS report. 

Clerk 6a Furze Sanders to be thanked for their assistance. 

Barbara Kilvington 6a Continue to research for deeds to Launds Playing Field. 

Clerk 6a Check whether deeds are held by National Westminster. 

Clerk 6a Amend Asset Register (2017/18) to reflect Launds – of £80,000. 

Andrew Kitchen 6a Prepare report/photos of work required. 

Andrew Coupe 6b Contact RoSPA inspectors regarding comment on cable. 

Dave Ball 6c Liaise with Spence Seaman re Village Hall Committee 
representative and progressing this scheme. 

Dave Ball 
Andrew Kitchen 

6d Provide photos to Andrew Coupe for the website. 

Dave Ball 6j Cost items for Section 106 funding in liaison with Village Hall 
Committee. 

Clerk 6j Contact NDC seeking clarification of wording in relation to 
release of monies. 

Clerk 6j Contact NDC to reaffirm there is no deadline for submissions.  

Clerk 7c Convey Council’s view to NDC Planning Department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed  Paul Blackwell    Date  31st July 2017 

  Chairman 


