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Dear Ms Kilvington

In the past you have kindly corresponded with me about our hospital services in North
Devon. I thought you would appreciate an update on the position as we move in to the new
year, and I would also like to encourage you to take action if you have not already done so.

Firstly, let me say something very clearly. I believe any cuts at North Devon District
Hospital would be completely unacceptable and I am fighting extremely hard to safeguard
our services. That's been the case ever since NHS England's Devon Sustainability &
Transformation Plan first emerged. It's disappointing that a small number of political
opponents are seeking to misrepresent my position, but I won't be distracted from taking
positive action.

I have fought our comer in numerous meetings with NHS managers; I have made the Health
Secretary fully aware of our concems over NHS England's review; and I have spoken
frequently in Parliament. In 2017,I have already met the head of the local NHS Trust,
arranged further meetings with ministers, and tabled parliamentary questions. Shortly I am
hosting a visit to North Devon by the head of the local NHS review board. I have asked her to
visit the areas where people would be most impacted by longer travelling times. I am taking
her to meet local councils, patient groups and other community leaders so we can all make
our point, loud and clear.

NHS England are currently working on their review of services across Devon. This stage
will continue until the end of March, after which any proposals for service changes will be
put to a public consultation, probably in early sufirmer. So there are no firm proposals yet,
but we need to let NHS managers know now that any cuts to services at our local hospital are
unacceptable. I have already gathered many personal testimonies telling how our hospital has

literally been a life-saver. If you have not already done so, please email or write to me with
your story. I will be handing them all to the head of the NHS England review team.

On the wider issue of the NHS, in my recent meeting with the head of the local Trust I have
been assured that our hospital in Barnstaple is coping well with the increased winter pressure.



Of course the NHS is facing challenges, but I will always fight for to protect our health
services, locally and nationally.

Finally, on a personal note, two close family members have recently fallen ill. I have spent

many days with them in hospital, and seen first hand the tremendous work of our health
professionals. I want to pay tribute to them, and to the many people in our community who
are campaigrung so hard to save our hospital services.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Heaton-Jones MP
Conservative, North Devon


